
Diary of a cruise – April 2018 

Friday 6 April - It was finally here! The day that we had been waiting for ever since Mum won the 
Grand Prize of a 7-night P&O cruise out of Southampton in the Curdridge Show prize draw last year – 
sponsored very generously by Arlington Fleet Group Ltd. The sun was out, and the ‘Azura’ cruise ship 
awaited us in all its glory. What else to do, but head for the top deck and celebrate the moment with 
a cocktail in hand at the ‘Welcome on Board Party’ as we enjoyed setting sail past the familiar 
landmarks of Southampton and surrounds from such an unfamiliar viewpoint. This was our first taste 
of cruising, and we were looking forward to the week with excitement and anticipation. 

Saturday 7 April – our first day was spent at sea, sailing across the Bay of Biscay. Despite the rather 
persistent swell, we determinedly put on our sea-legs and started to explore the boat from bow to 
stern, and port to starboard – it had everything from a library to a casino, shops to a theatre and 
outdoor cinema screen! I tried out a line-dancing class whilst Mum went to the art talk on LS Lowry.  
Later we dressed up for the first of two Black Tie evenings of the week and enjoyed being served a 5-
course dinner before heading to the evening show put on by the magician and illusionist, Philip 
Hitchcock. 

Sunday 8 April – we arrived in Vigo, Spain, for the day and set off for a wander around the city. We 
were delighted to find that it was a festival day and many of the local people were dressed up in 
traditional clothing and celebrating with music on the streets. We sat with the locals, enjoying the 
atmosphere and perusing the stalls, before indulging in a large plate of octopus and then setting off 
for a bus tour of the main city sights. 

Monday 9 April – after enjoying the luxury of breakfast being brought to us in bed, we docked in 
Lisbon for the day and set off on a bus tour of the city. Neither of us had ever been to Portugal before, 
and the stop in Lisbon was the main reason we chose this particular cruise route. Of course, amongst 
all of the sight-seeing, we had to try the famous ‘Pasteis de Belem’, the local egg custard tarts – which 
we can confirm were absolutely delicious and helped to keep our energy up whilst we enjoyed the 
sites of the Belem area. 

Tuesday 10 April – today we docked in Oporto, located along the Douro river estuary and famous for 
the export of port wine. It was a lovely city with lots of interesting sights – everything from a stunning 
cathedral to a ‘Harry Potter’ bookshop where JK Rowlands herself once worked.  

Wednesday 11 April – our second day at sea, and thankfully considerably calmer than the last. After 
the last three days exploring various cities, we treated ourselves to a well-earned rest and enjoyed 
taking it easy on board for the day – my gym kit never did quite make it out of my suitcase! We got 
dressed-up for the second black-tie evening and spent the night enjoying the vintage rock of ‘The 
Runaround Kids’. 

Thursday 12 April – our final day was here already, but one last stop still to go – today was Cherbourg. 
We were delighted to find a local farmers’ market in full swing in the main square and were quick to 
stock up with French cheeses before exploring the town centre on foot. Luckily, we had a fridge in our 
room on board the ship, so we could contain the smell on the trip home. 

Friday 13 April – we arrived safe and sound back in Southampton, after a wonderful week away. All 
that remains to say, is a very VERY big thank you to the Curdridge Show organisers and Arlington Fleet 
Group Ltd for such a wonderful prize. We shall definitely be attending the Curdridge Show again this 
year and, of course, buying some more tickets for the Grand Draw!  


